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Abstract

This study examines the geostrategic position of Libya within the strategies of
active regional and international powers across the Mediterranean basin during
the period from 2011 to 2026, treating it as a composite field where geography,
energy, and global competition intersect, alongside migration flows, energy
security, and the contest over maritime influence. The research adopts a
descriptive-analytical approach that allows for the deconstruction of the
phenomenon and the tracing of its evolution, while employing content analysis
of documents, agreements, and official statements issued by Libyan parties and
external actors, alongside a comparative method to balance the Russian,
American, European, Turkish, and Egyptian positions and reveal their points
of convergence and divergence. The study concludes that Libya did not lose its
strategic value after 2011; rather, it became an open arena of influence, in
which Russia exploits the vacuum of the southern Mediterranean coast through
undeclared military instruments such as the Wagner company and the Africa
Corps, while Washington and the FEuropean Union member states
instrumentalize the migration dossier and energy security to pressure the
Libyan decision-making process through naval operations and civilian
missions. Meanwhile, Turkey expands its maritime and economic presence
based on the Blue Homeland vision and the maritime delimitation agreements
signed with western Libya, and Egypt remains keen on securing its western
depth and preventing the emergence of a hostile entity on its borders. The
findings reveal that external actors forge their alliances according to the logic
of interests rather than loyalties, that the absence of a unified Libyan political
reference perpetuates the subordination of national decision-making and
transforms the geographic location from a sovereign asset into a complex
burden, and that the regional understandings emerging between 2024 and 2026
do not eliminate competition but rather reframe it within fragile political
channels. The study recommends the drafting of a unifying reference document
among Libyan parties, the activation of a unified military institution, the
enactment of an oil law that protects national wealth, and the adoption of a
balanced foreign policy that transforms geographic location from a burden into
a sovereign asset.

Keywords: Geostrategic Position, Balance of Power, Mediterranean Basin.
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